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tool from the handle and place it in the fire. "When
white-hot plunge it into cold water; after being well
rubbed on emery cloth, with the assistance of a little oil,
.the tool may be tempered by holding the haft in a gas-
flame until the point assumes an orange tint. After
cooling, rub the face of the tool on the oilstone until quite
sharp. It is necessary to have, as we have said, a left and
right handed veiniiig tool for cutting shamrock leaves. 'To
accomplish this the angles of the tools must be filed in
opposite directions (see engraving).

In using the veining tools, hold the bog-oak stud firmly
in the left hand, resting it upon the corner of a bench (or,
still better, a projecting piece of wood such as jewellers
employ), and having selected the proper tool, press it firmly
into the wood, beginning with the half leaflet on the right of
the stalk. The cuts are to be continued from-the outer edge
down to the engraved line in the centre of the leaflet. The
tool must be used with firmness and a steady hand, so that
the veins may appear perfectly sharp, distinct, and straight.
The second tool is then to be applied in like-manner to
the other half of the leaflet, and so on until the veining is
complete. The graver should now be again passed down
the centre of each leaflet, so as to make a distinct partition
between its two halves. As a final operation, the stalk
should be bevelled from its' upper surface downward by
means of the chisel, and a curved line traced on the face
of the stalk will .relieve its flatness. The studs may be
blackened and polished as before described.

Fly-studs may be very easily made in bog-oak from stu'ds
turned as suggested; and when well made, they not only
form a pleasing ornament, but from their close, resemblance
to the notorious bluebottle, they often create a* good deal